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Dear :

It is hard to believe we are approaching our 10th anniversary!  It has been overwhelming at times to play a part in helping so many marriages and families.  As we head into the second quarter of 2005, I am excited about the momentum and hunger from the community for education, skills and training.  

Thank you for playing a huge role in making all of this possible.  As members of the Chairman’s Circle, you play an important role in our organization.  Your financial gift of $1,000 or more allows us to continue to provide excellent resources as well as significantly expand our mission of strengthening families and marriages in a cost effective and efficient manner.

In January, we opened a Marriage and Family Resource Center at the FTF office.  

Our resource center coordinator has been working hard to make sure every couple, family, church, school, business, agency and anybody else who will listen, knows the materials that are available to them as they navigate the journey of marriage and parenting.  We are working on creative ways to impart information, like partnering with a local cooking store to offer cooking classes for couples where we will be able to share recipes for marital success.  This encourages couples to build a strong marriage and pass the legacy on to their children.  We have also started a book club to encourage people to read some of the excellent books available in the area of parenting, finances, marriage, etc, which will hopefully create more homes where parents are engaged in the lives of their children and intentional about keeping their marriage healthy.  We are tracking numbers and, as of right now, I am tremendously pleased at the initial number of people taking advantage of these resources.

We just completed a four-day, filled to capacity, training called Family Wellness: Survival Skills for Healthy Families, for people who work with families.  Attendees came from a variety of places including: Hamilton County Schools, The Children’s Advocacy Center, City of Chattanooga Head Start, churches, Fortwood Center and other counseling centers, the University of Tennessee, Berry College, and City of Chattanooga Department of Parks, Recreation, Arts and Culture and more.

This is what some of the attendees said about the training:

“Life-changing!  I am truly blessed.”

“Best workshop I’ve attended in the last five years.”

“Life changing!”

“It’s the best training course thus far.  Very applicable to real life.”

“This workshop was the most valuable one that I have ever attended.  The instructors were excellent.”

“Best training for families I’ve ever had.”

“I have been to so many trainings, but never like this one where it is well organized and good materials.  It is going to help lots of families.”

“Best seminar ever attended.  I’m a hands-on learner.  Very few seminars meet those needs.”

We now have more than 40 trainers available to provide survival skills training throughout the community – this has the potential to touch hundreds of families immediately!

Movies in the Park will again be held at Coolidge Park this July.  We have exciting plans for another round of family friendly movies along with the possibility of working with the Guinness Book of World Records to break a record – more details to come.  Last year, an estimated 10,000 people enjoyed this event.  I loved watching families connect as they played and relaxed together.  We plan to build on the success of the past two years to make this year even better.  Movies in the Park is a great venue to educate people about FTF and all we have to offer.

We continue to provide pre-marital and marriage education classes throughout the community.  Many of the classes have been full, which means the message is getting out that this class is a worthwhile use of their time.  I am very excited about the Stepfamily Support Groups that have started in churches across the community.  I think they are meeting a need that was not being met previously.  Both of these are teaching valuable skills for healthy relationships.

Our African American Marriage Initiative Couple’s Conference will again be held in August.  More than 500 attended last year’s conference.  This is a real opportunity for outreach and education.  In the past, this has been a basic marriage seminar.  This year, 

we have added some training sessions in order to give couples tools to take back to their church to help other couples.

In March of last year, we made the decision to increase production of the Family Connection, our parenting magazine.  We are currently distributing 52,000 Family Connections through the Chattanooga Times Free Press every other month.  According to our reader surveys, people are reading the magazine and find the information enclosed to be helpful.  

In April we will start a new talk show called First Things First in partnership with our local PBS station.  We will cover topics such as strengthening stepfamilies, divorce busting, over committed families, laugh your way to a stronger marriage, when baby makes three, and the difference a daddy makes.  The show will air on Thursdays beginning in April at 8:30 p.m.  Copies of the show will be available for check out from our resource center.   

We are pleased to report divorce filings are down 28%, the divorce rate has decreased 16% and teen out of wedlock pregnancies are down 23% and, according to our latest research, fathers are continuing to take a more active role in the lives of their children.

This is just a glimpse of what is happening to help strengthen marriages and families in our community.  As needed, we continue to provide assistance to communities across the country interested in starting an initiative similar to FTF.  

First Things First is impacting the community in a powerful way.  Thank you for believing in First Things First and for partnering with us to make a difference. 

Rest assured, your financial investment in our organization is making a powerful impact in people’s lives.  Families are learning together, staying together and empowering our community.

With Gratitude,

Julie M. Baumgardner, M.S.

Executive Director

