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TALLAHASSEE COMMUNITY MARRIAGE POLICY

**  THIRD DRAFT  **
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Revised and Expanded on _________, 2007
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CHAPTER 1:  CHRISTIAN FAITH BASED SECTOR 

Article 1

WE, THE CHRISTIAN ALLIES OF LIVE THE LIFE MINISTRIES, BELIEVE:

· God designed marriage as a covenant relationship to reflect Christ’s love for His Bride, the Church

· God established marriage to be a lifelong relationship between one man and one woman for their mutual benefit and for the well-being of (their) children

· God designed sexual intimacy to be expressed only within the protection of a life-long marital covenant

· The cultural shift away from marriage and toward cohabitation is an alarming trend that must be addressed by the church
· The natural result of divorce, cohabitation, and out-of-wedlock childbearing is the collapse of the American family and the corrosion of our economy

TO THESE ENDS:

· We unite our efforts as allies in a common mission to save future generations from the destructive consequences of failed marriages and broken homes

· We call upon community and church Leaders to take responsibility by assembling the leadership and resources necessary to lead a citywide initiative for marriage restoration in Tallahassee, Florida

Article 2

THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN SIGNATORIES: 

· Faith:  The source of our unity is our shared faith in Jesus Christ 

· Credit belongs to God 
· Neutral Banner: Live the Life Ministries provides a neutral banner under which all allies can work

· Working together pleases God

· Relationship:  We place a high value on investing in relationships and modeling our message by how we treat one another

· Repentance: Humble, contrite hearts are critical to strong leadership

· Finances:  Allies pay their own way

· Dominion:  We will respect and protect the unique gifts and resources that each ally brings

· Empower:  We seek to empower community and church leaders and to develop marriage champions who are passionate about building strong marriages

· Responsive:  We seek to be responsive and flexible as opportunities and challenges emerge

· Prayer:  We will mobilize prayer intercessors for this effort

· Secular allies:  We gladly and respectfully work with all who seek the well-being of future generations through healthy, lifelong marriages
Article 3
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH-BASED SECTOR COMMITS TO:

1. Set an example as pastors to make it a priority to strengthen and enrich our own marriages as well as the marriages of our ministry staff

2. Establish a marriage and family ministry in our churches

3. Appoint at least one marriage coach or “marriage champion” from our churches to collaborate with citywide marriage efforts that complement the mission and work of our churches 

4. Train mature married couples to serve as mentors to those who are engaged, newly married, or experiencing marital difficulties 

5. Help young people learn how to have healthy relationships without resorting to premarital sex through programs such as WAIT Training, Love U-2, Choosing the Best, True Love Waits, etc. 

6. Promote sexual abstinence outside of marriage 

7. Educate couples about the benefits and advantages of healthy marriages and the damage wrought by cohabitation

8. Encourage a courtship of at least one year for premarital couples

9. Expect a minimum of five counseling sessions for engaged couples, preferably over a 3-4 month period, with one session devoted to taking a premarital test or inventory such as FOCCUS or Prepare 

10. Develop and implement programs such as PAIRS and Prep to strengthen, nourish, and restore marriages 

11. Encourage and promote retreats, classes, and workshops designed to build and strengthen marriages 

12. Promote faithful marital relationships

13. Consider referring troubled couples to attorneys and marriage and family therapists who have signed the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy 

14. Help establish a citywide network of prayer intercessors for the marriage movement

15. Increase collaboration, fellowship, and deeper relationships among area pastors

16. Take this policy back to our churches to be ratified by the appropriate church leadership

Article 4

THE TALLAHASSEE COMMUNITY MARRIAGE POLICY SHALL BE ORGANIZED INTO WORKING GROUPS: 

1. Christian Faith-Based Sector 

2. Attorneys

3. Marriage and Family Therapists

4. Businesses

5. Other sectors to be added

EACH SECTOR WORKING GROUP SHARES THESE PURPOSES:

· To network and expand sector participation in the Community Marriage Policy

· To integrate sector resources into an Annual Healthy Marriage Campaign
CHAPTER 2: PRIVATE SECTOR

Article 5

ATTORNEYS

As attorneys, we recognize the value of covenant marriage and the destructiveness of divorce.  

 

WE BELIEVE:

      Covenant marriage is increasingly demonstrated to be in the best interest of individuals, families, communities, and nations

· Divorce is increasingly demonstrated to be destructive to individuals, families, communities, and nations 

WE COMMIT TO:

1. Promote the preservation of marriages in our community

2. Inform clients considering divorce of the legal, financial, and emotional impact of divorce 

3. Inform clients of resources available to assist in the restoration and preservation of their marriages, including alternatives to divorce

4. Encourage various alternative dispute resolution processes for clients pursuing divorce including, but not limited to, conflict counseling, mediation, biblical conciliation, and binding arbitration in lieu of litigation

5. Recommend couples seek counsel from a church or a marriage and family therapist that has signed the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy

Article 6

MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

WE AFFIRM:

· That God created every person in His image, and that each one, in every state of life, deserves respect and compassion

· That the church is called to be a community on earth that expresses God’s love to all persons

· That we, as mental health professionals, are not neutral regarding marriage; by contrast, we strongly affirm and fully support covenant marriage

WE RECOGNIZE:

1. That we live in a fallen world where people have been deceived and are unable or unwilling to follow God’s design, which results in hurt, disappointment and shame

2. That God works through our brokenness and restores us to wholeness when we seek His help and redemption

WE WILL WORK TO:

· Provide compassion and encouragement for all who come to us for help in any life circumstance

· Encourage all who seek counsel to learn about God’s designs for marriage and sexual intimacy and to live accordingly

· Always advocate for the marriage covenant

· Affirm that the safety of individuals is a primary consideration

· Prepare individuals and couples for marriage by helping them face their brokenness and seek God’s healing

· Pursue our own personal healing and martial and family wholeness by remaining in vital community with other Christians (both within and outside our profession??)

· Depend upon the wisdom, power and compassion of the Holy Spirit in our ministry to others

· Encourage couples to access community resources, such as:

a. Premarital preparation programs

b. Marriage seminars and workshops

c. Mentoring couple relationships

d. Biblical conciliation

e. Inner healing ministries

f. Celebrate Recovery Program

g. Pastors, mental health professionals and family law attorneys who have signed the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy

CHAPTER 3:  COMMON VALUES AND GOALS

Article 7

THE COMMON VALUES OF ALL SIGNATORIES:

· Giving:  
Our first priority is to give of ourselves, our time, and our resources

· Serving:  
We seek to serve rather than be served

· Unifying:  
We desire ever-increasing levels of unity, collaboration, and


fellowship

· Entrusting: 
We seek to entrust the marriage movement to church and community leaders and to equip them to be successful in leading a marriage restoration movement in Tallahassee
· Measuring:  We desire accountability for measurable results
Article 8

EACH SECTOR RESOLVES TO COMBINE ITS EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS:

· Reduce Leon County’s divorce rate 30% by 2011

· Increase the number of engaged couples receiving premarital education in Leon County 30% by 2011

· Increase Leon County’s marriage rate 25% and decrease the cohabitation rate 25% by 2011

· Reduce Leon County’s non-marital childbirth rate 20% by 2011

Accomplishing these aims will result in strong families that will preserve the next generation, increased marital satisfaction and health, economic growth, and a renewal of America’s hope and vision for the institution of marriage.

CHAPTER 4:  ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Article 9

THE PURPOSE OF LIVE THE LIFE MINISTRIES

· Live the Life Ministries exists to strengthen marriages and families
LIVE THE LIFE MINISTRIES WILL:

· Be a relentless advocate for healthy marriages and families in our community

· Encourage church and community leaders to adopt the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy and participate in an annual Healthy Marriage Campaign through 2011

· Collaborate with our allies to develop a Healthy Marriage Campaign each year to achieve the goals of the Community Marriage Policy.  The campaign will integrate feedback from sector working groups

· Develop and coordinate the functions of the sector working groups and work to maintain a coordinated effort in integrating sector resources 

· Mobilize, collaborate, and unite with marriage champions from area churches and continuously refine the development plan and delivery system through which all allies will work 

· Provide ongoing marriage education training opportunities

· Communicate on a regular basis with allies about the state of marriage in our community

· Utilize effective assessment tools to evaluate and measure the effectiveness of our efforts

· Seek to profile “best practices” for successful marriage education programs

· Work with churches to help them fulfill their mission in growing healthy marriages

· Network with community marriage movement organizers across America to foster relationships and collaborate to pool skills, efforts, and resources

Chapter 5:  

Signatories of the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy

Article 10

On this ______ day of _____, 2007, we the signatories establish the Articles of the Tallahassee Community Marriage Policy as our guide for collaboration and shared mission.  

Organization




Signatory

GOVERNMENT SECTOR:

Former Florida Governor




Jeb Bush

PRIVATE SECTOR:

Attorneys:

Christmas, Spano




Stewart Christmas

Rob Clarke

Helen DeJesus

Elaine Duggar

Susan Marvin

John Rudolph

Mental Health Professionals:

Dr. Sherry Adams

Dr. Rick Levy

Dr. Louisa Martin

Dr. Andy Miller

Dr. Ron Rickner

Dr. Bob Schuchts 

CHURCHES SIGNED ON AS OF April 10, 2007:

Canopy Roads Baptist Church


Matt Hall

Capital City Christian Church


Tom Underwood

First Christian Church



Jim Fenderson

Holy Cross Anglican Church


Bob Coon

Killearn Methodist Church


Bob Tindale

Living Word Church



Dennis Ackerson

Metropolitan Cathedral of Truth


Kennith Barrington

Piedmont Park Alliance Church


John Croston

Southwood Methodist Church


Betsy Ouellette

St. Peter’s Anglican Church


Eric Dudley

Thomasville Road Baptist Church

Curtis Clark

University Ministries



Joseph Brown


Waukeenah United Methodist Church

Ralph Wrightstone

MINISTRY ORGANIZATIONS:

Center for Biblical Studies


Joanne Arnett

Live the Life Ministries



Richard Albertson

Wave 94.1 FM Radio Station


Doug Apple

Way-FM 88.1 Radio Station


Steve Young
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